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“My hope is that we are able to answer the  

call to do more, so that no one in need is 

turned away.”—Cardinal Dolan

THE ARCHDIOCESE OF NEW YORK CELEBRATES  

THE HOLY FATHER’S VISIT! 
Our Holy Father, Pope Francis, 
reminds us 

“If we wish to lead a dignified and 
fulfilling life, we have to reach out to 
others and seek their good.” 

As New Yorkers, we offered an inspir-
ing example. The world watched as peo-
ple from different faiths joined together 
in joyous harmony during this momen-
tous occasion.

There is no greater blessing than divine 
unity, which transcends so many demo-
graphics, while offering renewed hope 
as we all continue to serve and care for 
each other as stewards of God.

The World Meeting of Families
was conceived by Saint Pope John Paul II 
in 1992 to strengthen the sacred 
bonds of the family unit across the 
globe. Every three years since 1994, 
families from all over the world are 
invited by the Holy Father to attend 
this global gathering. Pope Francis’ 
first visit to North America was cen-
tered on the 2015 World Meeting of 
Families in Philadelphia.

“The Archdiocese of New York’s Family 
Life/Respect Life Office (an office 
supported by the Cardinal’s Appeal) 
had staff travel to participate in this 
momentous event!”

DID YOU KNOW? 

  Although Pope Francis has spent only a short time as the leader of the Catholic Church,  
he has certainly earned his nickname as the “Pope of firsts.” 

  His Holiness is the first Jesuit pontiff, the first to pick the name Francis, and the first 
Pope from outside of Europe in more than one thousand years. 

  After our Holy Father’s visit, St. Patrick's Cathedral became the most visited church  
(outside of Rome, Italy) by a pontiff.
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PARISH SPOTLIGHT

Reaching Goal through Participation  
By Barry Evans, Campaign Manager

St. Sylvester Parish, located in the heart of Staten Island, is a small community 
with about 300 registered families. Though small in numbers, the parish is 
strong in faith and comes together every year to support the Cardinal’s Appeal. 

Father Jacob Thumma has been the pastor of St. Sylvester for the past few years. 
And each year, without fail, Father Jacob ensures St. Sylvester reaches and exceeds 
its Cardinal’s Appeal goal. Additionally, this year St. Sylvester had one of the 
highest Appeal participation rates throughout the whole archdiocese! 

Father Jacob did an incredible job of motivating parishioner involvement for  
the Appeal. He engaged the whole St. Sylvester community and understood the 
importance of participation at any level. 

His strategy? Father Jacob talked to people directly about their gifts through 
personal letters and phone calls and, perhaps most importantly, he kept his par-
ish list up to date! 

Thank you for contributing to the 2015 Cardinal’s Appeal, and congratulations 
on making goal, St. Sylvester Parish!

“I guess I’m happy when what I’m doing is helping 

people and unhappy when what I’m doing isn’t 

helping people.”—Chuck Feeney 
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THE ARCHDIOCESE OF NEW YORK FACTS AND FIGURES
Your charitable contributions to The Cardinal’s Annual Stewardship Appeal support the following offices:

ALLOCATION OF THE CARDINAL'S APPEAL

2.6
Million Catholics 
in the Archdiocese

90,000
Religious Education Students

$6 Million
Pastoral Offices 
and Programs

$2 Million
Preparing the  

Clergy

$2 Million

$3 Million

Retired Priests  
and Religious

The Department  
of Education and 

Religious Education

$2.5 Million
Works of  
Charity

$4.5 Million
Support for  

Needy Parishes 144 

Catholic 
Elementary

 Schools with

16,583
Confirmations

FAMILY LIFE/RESPECT LIFE

Did you know?

Out of a great desire to draw us 

closer to Christ, the Family Life/

Respect Life provides programs that 

prepare and enrich engaged and 

married couples, educate, support, 

and strengthen families, build and 

promote a culture of life and pro-

vide healing and comfort to those 

struggling with loss or grief.

BLACK MINISTRY

Did you know?

The Office of Black Ministry 

(OBM) was founded in 1976 by 

Terrance Cardinal Cooke. OBM 

was created to address some of  

the unique cultural, social and pas-

toral needs of African American, 

Caribbean American and African 

Catholics as well as the larger 

Black community of the 

Archdiocese of New York.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION

Did you know? 

The office of Adult Faith Formation offers programs for 

adult Catholics to grow in faith and understanding of Jesus 

Christ and the teachings of the Catholic Church. 

The archdiocese is partnering with the Villanova University 

Center for Church Management and Business Ethics to 

offer a Master’s of Science in Church Management.
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THE ARCHDIOCESE OF NEW YORK FACTS AND FIGURES
Your charitable contributions to The Cardinal’s Annual Stewardship Appeal support the following offices:

2,695 Sisters

584 
 Diocesan  
Priests

679 
 Religious  
Priests

383 
 Permanent  
Deacons

354 Brothers

194 
 Retired  
Diocesan  
Priests

2.6
Million Catholics 
in the Archdiocese

90,000
Religious Education Students

41,748
students

3,509
Marriages

20,999 Baptisms

HISPANIC MINISTRY

Did you know?

In the spirit of our Holy Father, Pope Francis, the Office of 

Hispanic Ministry works to introduce our communities to 

a personal encounter with Christ, by promoting and facili-

tating the full participation of Hispanic Catholics in the 

life mission of the Church through evangelization, forma-

tion, and service on a local, regional and national level.

YOUNG ADULT OUTREACH

Did you know?

The Young Adult Outreach office 

helps bring young Catholics to 

encounter Jesus Christ as well as 

help them connect with each other. 
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THE POWER OF PARISHIONERS COMING TOGETHER

Time, talent and treasure are necessary 
components of stewardship, yet often 
people are uncomfortable discussing 
the treasure element. The biblical vir-
tue of stewardship includes a sense of 
sacrifice based on the conviction that 
the blessings we receive come from God, 
and rather than becoming attached to 
them, we are called to share them with 
others. Parishes are built on the spiritual 
foundation of the faithful, but also rely 

on the financial contributions of those 
faithful. Just like any other household, 
a parish has bills and financial obliga-
tions and cannot make ends meet with-
out the support of parishioners. 

St. Cecilia Parish, located in the heart 
of Spanish Harlem, was no stranger  
to the financial struggles of so many 
households. The parish serves a variety 
of ethnicities, many of which are new-
comers to the United States and unfa-
miliar with the concept of financially 
supporting their church. Reverend 

Peter Mushi, A.J., pastor of St. Cecilia, 
decided to address the financial state 
of the parish. Father Peter was not 
only concerned about the financial via-
bility of the parish, but also about the 
capacity of some low-income families 
to increase their contributions. 

With the help of the archdiocese, Father 
Peter launched an increased offertory 
campaign—an eight-week program 
designed to educate parishioners about 
the financial status of their parish, and 
their role in supporting their spiritual 
home. He asked the parish family to 
think sacrificially about contributing 
to the weekly collection; this included 
evaluating impulse purchases through-
out the week, and realizing that some-
thing like an extra coffee a day could 
sometimes add up to $10 or $20, which 
they could instead invest in supporting 
the parish. 

Father Peter’s prayers were answered! 
The community generously responded 
to his call and all the sacrifices made a 
difference. What began with a Parish 
Council meeting to discuss the impor-
tance of an increased offertory campaign, 
developed into educational meetings 
with the different prayer groups. Janet 
Alaimo, who assisted with the cam-
paign, noted that 

“Father Peter and the Parish Council 
found people were not opposed to 
financially supporting the parish—
they just needed more information 
about the parish’s bills and financial 
obligations. Once they understood why 
Father needed their help, they responded 
with overwhelming enthusiasm.” 
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As the Church community prayerfully 
concludes the year of consecrated life, 
we prepare to welcome the most holy 
jubilee Year of Mercy. In Catholic tra-
dition, a jubilee year celebrated by the 
Church is a very special year. During 
this time (Dec. 8, 2015–Nov. 20, 2016), 
the Church’s faithful receive special 
blessings and pardon from God along 
with remission of sins.

Historically, the Catholic Church calls 
for jubilee years every 25 or 50 years 
since the 1300s and sometimes special 
jubilee years, known as extraordinary 
jubilee years, have been celebrated from 
time to time. Pope Francis named the 
upcoming jubilee year the Year of 
Mercy, urging the Church’s faithful to 
remember God’s everlasting forgive-
ness to those who ask. 

To celebrate the Year of Mercy, Cardinal 
Dolan selected Rembrandt’s image of 
the prodigal son. This image is pro-
found and  truly embodies the theme 
of the year, a son returning home to 
his father after being away for a long 
while, clothes tattered and torn, and 
yet the father welcomes him with open 
arms. This image holds a much higher 
meaning for God’s faithful throughout 
the world. As we prepare to celebrate 
the Jubilee Year of Mercy, let us reflect 
during this time on God’s ever-present 
call to come home as one family in 
faith, no matter how long has passed. 
He will meet us where we are. 

JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY

249 families participated in the campaign, 
and increased St. Cecilia’s yearly offer-
tory by 35%! 

Father Peter says, “Over a century ago, 
a community of faith came together 
and in spite of their meager resources, 
built this magnificent place of worship. 

Now, 137 years later, we are still serving 
a community with limited means and 
continue to thrive together in worship. 
Each one of us has a special part to play 
in continuing to make Saint Cecilia 
Parish the cornerstone of our community.”

“Let us not forget that God 

pardons and God pardons 

always. Let us never tire of 

asking for forgiveness.” 

—Pope Francis
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Lord Jesus Christ,

You have taught us to be merciful like the  

heavenly Father,

and have told us that whoever sees You sees Him.

Show us Your face and we will be saved.

Your loving gaze freed Zacchaeus and Matthew 

from being enslaved by money;

the adulteress and Magdalene from seeking  

happiness only in created things;

made Peter weep after his betrayal,

and assured Paradise to the repentant thief.

Let us hear, as if addressed to each one of us, the 

words that You spoke to the Samaritan woman:

“If you knew the gift of God!”

You are the visible face of the invisible Father,

of the God who manifests His power above all by 

forgiveness and mercy:

let the Church be Your visible face in the world, 

its Lord risen and glorified.

You willed that Your ministers would also be 

clothed in weakness

in order that they may feel compassion for those 

in ignorance and error:

let everyone who approaches them feel sought 

after, loved, and forgiven by God.

Send Your Spirit and consecrate every one of us 

with its anointing,

so that the Jubilee of Mercy may be a year of 

grace from the Lord,

and Your Church, with renewed enthusiasm, may 

bring good news to the poor,

proclaim liberty to captives and the oppressed,

and restore sight to the blind.

We ask this through the intercession of Mary, 

Mother of Mercy,

You who live and reign with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit for ever and ever.

Amen.



WHO WE SERVE

Through the support of loyal parishioners & families… 

see who you supported in 2014:

2.6 Million
Catholics in the Archdiocese of New York Family

90,000
Religious Education students

20,999
Baptisms

35,805
Anointing of the Sick

16,583
Confirmations

3,509
Marriages

584
Diocesan Priests

194
Retired Diocesan Priests

97
Seminarians

Your charitable contribution to  

The Cardinal’s Annual Stewardship Appeal 

supports the following offices:

Adult Faith Formation

Family Life/Respect Life

Black Ministry

Hispanic Ministry

Youth Ministry

Young Adult Outreach

Liturgy

University Apostolate  

Prison Apostolate

Hospital Apostolate

Catechetical

Superintendent of Schools

There is no doubt that our archdiocese

is great in size and even greater in spirit!

Thank you!
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SERVING THE COMMUNITY 

The Cardinal's Annual Stewardship Appeal Mission

Through the Appeal, we support the men and women who work behind the scenes to 

assist our parishes, schools and agencies. We provide our clergy with the retirement that 

they so deserve during the sunset of life. We educate the faithful who will serve our par-

ishes as future priests, deacons, lay leaders and religious. We nourish our children both 

spiritually and intellectually in our fine Catholic schools and religious education programs. 

And through our Catholic Charities, we protect the disadvantaged, innocent and vulnerable.

Join us Giving Tuesday: www.cardinalsappeal.org

The Cardinal’s Annual Stewardship Appeal Office
1011 First Avenue, Suite 1410 
 New York, NY 10022

Pastoral Offices 
and Programs

$6 
MILLION

Preparing 
the Clergy

$2 
MILLION

Retired Priests  
and Religious 

$2
MILLION

Support for 
Needy Parishes 

$4.5 
MILLION

The Departments  
of Education and  
Religious Education

$3 
MILLION

Works of 
Charity

$2.5 
MILLION
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